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For the Journal.
Minnesota—Improvements Wanted—Politics.

-- " tics.
'In my letter from Galena of the 1st inst.,

a want "of room obliged me to omit these
subjects.

To afford facilities for the settlement of
new countries, the quickest and cheapest
modes of conveyance are requisite. "Time
is money." and but few in this age of im-

provements in steam power are content to
travel at no greater rate by the day than can
be accomplished by the horse. The Missis-
sippi can now be reached from various points
wholly by railroads, or partly Dy steamers;
and the river is there navigable to the capital
of the territory : but at low or even common
stages of the water, there are obstructions
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lU'MU OI. UUU1S VWIll-l- l Ullglik w "'"!particularly at the rapids at keokuck, and!
the head of Rock Island. The removal of

would greatly facilitate commerce and
transportation. Congress has

ready made appropriations for commencing!
these works, but a considerable more will be
wanting to complete the objects.

The Minnesota river is a winding stream,
passing through a delightful and fertile
try, and is navigame lor a miunung ciass, ox

to Fort Ridgley, 200 milesabovej
its junction with the Mississippi; but ex
cept when the water is fully at a common.The

ish t its navigation is obstructed, slightly;
at various points, out particularly ax ine;

50 miles above Fort Snelling. To!
all these obstructions and make such

improvements in the navigation of the river
as ihe commerce on it at no distant day will

might require an expenditure of
8150.000 ; but one-thir- d, or even one-fourt- h

of that sum would remove the main obstruc- -

tions. so that it could be navigated to Fort
Rulgley. pxcept at the verp lowest stages ol
water. The to the government in
ma'kins their disbursements to the Indians!
and in sustaining the garrison, and the
ing to individuals in transportation on
rivoT, would in one vcar very nearly or per
haps entirely pay the whole sum expended.

The territory wants an extension of the
Chicago & Galena railroad up the river to
St. Paul, and from thence to the St. Louis
river, near the west end of Lake Superior ;

the latter, a distance of only about 130 miles,
is of the most immediate importance, open-
ing as it would a direct communication via
the great chain of northern lakes with New
York and Canada. The bill which has re-

cently passed the house of representatives,
makes a liberal donation of lands for these
roads, and they are destined at no distant
day. to be built ; and with the line of these
roads will follow the telegraph wires. The
aid which the government might afford in
furtherance of these improvements would do
vastly more towards settling . the territory
and developing its resources than the passage
of the homestead bill. The completion of

he canal at Saut St. Marie, connecting the
navigation of Lake Superior with Huron,
will make an important extension of inland
commerce, the effects of which will be im-

mediately felt in Michigan, Wisconsin and
Minnesota. Another projected improvement
is tlie great Atlantic and Pacific railroad,
passing through this territory. The partial
reports of Gov. Stevens's exploration afford
such light upon the subject as leaves but lit-

tle doubt that the route through this territo-
ry to Puget's Sound is the shortest, easiest of
rindniNmn n,l rlPnPCf nf .nvnth.r nn..v. v v...
which has been examined. A more central
route, if the government undertake to extend
aid to any considerable degree, may perhaps
stand a better chance' than this : but

,1 1 I .It.. . I . . . , .oitiiv ti n.iciii uiubk uo uuiu over mis rouxe.
Application has already been made to gov- -

ernment to open an emigrant road.
Jlis politics ot territories are always!

mwsui.u, .nuiiuu uic icuciaiguteii -

t, it t hey see fit to do it. Ihe late ad- -

ministration was however so much absorbed
in one idea, that more was thought of that
tnau of the friends by whom it had been
brought into power. But there is not much
danger that the present one will not take
care to reward its friends.

Alexander Ramsey, the late governor and
superintendent of Indian, affairs, was ap-

pointed by President Taylor, and discharged
hi; d ities with, thqt promptness and fidelity

which met of the candid
and intelligent of all parties ; but this did
not secure him from the attacks of a few
selfish Indian traders and restless politicians.
During the year 1852 he was charged with
having defrauded the Indians in making a
payment to them. The cry was reiterated,
with all the assurance that the opportunitr
only was wanted to substantiate it by proof.
An investigation Was ordered by tlie U. S.
senate ; and his successor, Gov. Gorman, and
Judge Young, of Illinois, to attend to taking
testimony and report to the senate. The
senate, after having examined the testimony,
unanimously exonerated him Irom all cen- -
sure. Gov Gorman sent in a bill for ex-- ;
penses, in wnicn ne cnargeu lor mmseit
davs. stationerv, &c at 3 per dav. $Gflb
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attorney general of Minnesota, marshal,
j tary public, and copying records. The
j ate" refused to allow the governor for his
vices, for the reason that as governor and
superintendent of Indian affairs lie received
a salary of 82300. The other items in the
bill were allowed, and an additional sum
for the payment of witnesses for the prose- -

cution and defence, amounting in the aggre- -

gate to nearly ,uuu. liuis. ine attempt to
blast the reputation of a faithful public agent

(reverted upon the heads of its projectors.
governor is affable in his deportment,

and seems disposed to communicate ireelv
witn emigrants wrio want intormation.
on the wisdom of his management of

jests entrusted to his care as governor and
j superintendent of Indian affairs, there is
some difference of opinion among the
ocrats as for the opinion of the opposition,
it is not very material to enquire, as at pro
sent it would be. of very little consequence
any way. It is hardly to be expected that
an officer who holds his place at the will ol
another, liable with or without cause to re- -

moval anv day,' will act independently.
In passing up the Mississippi, the govern

thejor, several other U. S. officers and congres- -

sional log-rolle- were on board the boat on
their return from Washington. Thev seem
ed perfectly positive as to the ultimate pas
sage ot Douglass JNebraska bill. Ihey had

j been permitted to look behind the curtain
and take a view of the dough-face- s who hai
been secured to insure the passage of this
infamous bill. While in the territory I learn-
ed that Douglas's speech had been sent broad-
cast over the land.

In passing up the Minnesota on the S. B.
Black Hawk, the governor. Mai. S.. IT. S. A..
arid spvprn nthnr nflWi-- iv m n nnp nfv ...-.-.- ..0

u ; i 1tne territorial judges, and land speculators,
were on board : the

.
conversation turned

.
on

i

t hp nrn in hi h t v na 1 hp nacsnrrp of tho phrac.
' 1 ?kabill Its passage seemed to be considered!

as settled, although rather regretted by thosej
1 , .. J 1 . i. . . . ,

me uretjiueius veto oi inui"eui insane iana
l,;n , mn,ii;o,,i . ,a0,i ,,.iu ...v......, uu. " .j v...,-- .
fully. Judge C. said tha he had been utter- -
ly astonished at the president's veto of that
pin, but when he came to read the message
he found that it was all right, the president's
reasoning removed all objections! The
inounnt involuntarily struck me thitthp
judges salary was ot much more consequence
to him than the boasted birthright of free-- !

of and a free mrrwl?
of tC vtht of XS

St. Paul is the center of political influence,
With the seat of government, the residence
nf mnst of tho tprriMr!l nfflrw, i......v.th; !c

'

v,.....t, .....no
i of the press, and about one-fift- h of the pop- -

ulation, there is but little difficulty in exer- -

cising a controlling influence over 'the inter- -

nal interests of the territory.

The Drlwkahd's Cloak. In the time of
Oliver Cromwell, the magistrates in the
noriji oi rmgianu punisnea arunuards by
making them carry what is called the drunk- -
ard's cloak. This was a large barrel, with
one head out, and a hole in the other, through
which the offender was made to put. his head,
while his hands were drawn through two
small holes, one on each side. With this
he was compelled to inarch along the public
streets.

(

What a strange sight it vypuld,be were all
the drunkards now-a-da- ys compelled to
inarch about gearing barrels for clocks

St. Louis—Slavery in Missouri—Benton.

Harris, of the Cleveland Herald, has been
taking a run through the. Western States.
His letters home are filled with the results of
his observations. In his last, from La Salle.
Illinois, he speaks of what he saw and heard
in ot. IjOuis. ve inougiu oi mawing a

synopsis, but find it impossible to abridge,
his notes without depriving he reader t,

mucti tnat is lnieiesuue. ine exxi act
below will repay perusal from the view it'
gives of the real condition ot publ c
ment in JNlissouri on tlie topics tnat nowi
agitate the public mind:

Hie Public Schools of St. Louis are mod- -
. . ,

nlni Ihricn lit l;iutprn Pillow am !i M

opd The churches are numerous, but not
(,xlra vaRauti y expensive. The Cathedral,
.v.,....,i, . ..,
UIUUIIU i IULI1I1UI 1H I. 111. Ill 1 HUIS " ll"
appears small and plain ainui Hie tall
rounding business blocks. The warehouses;
and the wholesale stores are very large, and
tlie Tobacco warehouses of enormous extent.
Uelcher's Sugar Refinery is one of the most
extensive establishments in St. Louis, and a

single shot tower rises like a monumental
shaft in the midst of the city. A little
north of the city is the most extensive Iron
Works in the West, and manufactories of
various kinds send smokes inevery
(iou 'pjlc t,rowth 0f"st. Louis for" a few

:.. ast jas been unexampled, and the
jprices Gf veai estate have had u balloon
',i,m-v- - T..in,lo tim miUnnd Imlf I'nmi th,.

city, winch changed hands a dozen years ago
at 8o0 per acre, now sell for country s.ats

. iiful . .. . .. 11.. .. . 1.
ai CJ.uuu: anu city iois areei uaiiy n i, wr.u a,
higher prospec . Ihere is wealth, substaii-- :

tial capital, and reliable business to back St.
Louis, and her natural commercial advanta
ges, have hitherto been unrivalled. 1'ut this
"Age of Iron" will cut oil some of those
advantages, unless her citizens hasten to con-

struct artificial avenues for steam. She has
but a single railroad,and that completed only
some forty miles westward, and not doing
business enough to pay the cost of running
it. It has the high sounding name of Pacific
Railroad; but the free State Iowa boasts that
she will complete her link in the road to
California across her broad lands from the
Mississippi to the Missouri at Council Bluffs,
before the slave-paralyze- d Missouri extends
her Pacific Railroad even to her own capi-
tal. Iowa will do it. That young free State
is already as much ahead of old slave-curse- d

Missouri in enterprise, energy, public im- -

provements and prosperity, as Omo
rends Kpntiickv. I hr railroar s Ieadin"'

L ..:i... .i.- -
, . ....r.- - i rviuu a.i'!auove ox. ijuxus ana

. .
soon tap me xis- -

lsouri several hunt' miles up, cannot tail
7 ,!;,.D,t , ti.o Commercial Lmponumsiw i.i. w. .iiu

..i'.l. .!...:.. -
ui mi; iiimiiui. a Luiismuiauic iui iiuii ui OK- -

traYel and trade of the Northwest, so long
monopolized by the great Central Cityof the
iviviis.

1 ln" siihiert n slavprv i? d isnnsserl with
-

--j - -- : , . .
treeuom oy iussourians, and us

illg effects on St. Louis and the State are
nrSvprsallv admitted lthourdi it exists in,
lts
-

rmhU'st form, the in St.
Loilis aild inost' portions of the State
numb'rin the slaveholders more than mt
t0 one, 7 institution rests like an incubus
011 the whole people. It is felt, it is crushing.

how to shake it off is the nuestiou -
M.ssounans l 1

,utelhgent we qualified
judge, assure us that could the question of

ual emancipation be fairly properly
to vm, nf U, of the!

7 I ' . " 7 ' V 1

it wouiu carry oy a iarg majority.
'piie position and course of Col. Bentoii on
the subject of the acquisition of Texas, his
opposition to the the schemes of the ultra

iclavp nrnnacmndists and nuHifiers of ihe
. . .

South, and us fear ess and novverhil
Iciation oi the repeal of the Missouri Com- -

promise and the traitorous designs concocted
by Atchison of Missouri, Mason of Virgin- -

nia, Jirown ol Mississipi, ami Jiutler ot,
South Carolina, and pushed forward by their
tool Douglas, have infused a most liberal
spirit of discussion of the whole question of

islavr.rv. and its airfmss'ions and movements- j 7 - jo -
against free territory, among the constituents
of " Old Bullion." We have heard the Kan- -

outrage frequently and indig-
nantly denounced by intelligent and influen-
tial Missourians, and the opinion expressed
by well informed citizens that a vote in the
StaVj on the Missouri Compromise would be

at least fire to one against its repeal. The
people of the North opposed to slavery ex-

tension can hardly appreciate how much i.--

due to Col. Benton lor the stand he has
taken in behalfof freedom, without visiting
me tlieatre oi Ins contests on the stump, and
triumphs at the ballot box. It is admitted
b opponenls' that ,u. will ba reclect,

. . .
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'triumphantly returned." As it is, the Whigs
,i a',,: n:, i..r ... , . .?

:uiiu.iiiii-Jiiiiv- i VII. 1IJUI1 U 13 I A IIlUt k 11) UU HUH:
to prevent his election by tlie Legislature.

The Renton journals of St.
Louis and ihe State, and the Whig press ol
Missouri generally, the St. Louis Republican
excepted. ha; opposed manfully the iS'c-bras-

bill of Douglas; and such is the
present state of feeling that ihe term " Abo-
litionist.'' applied to Renton and his sup-
porters, has lost its former mad-do- g potency.
A thorough going old Whig friend, who has
resided in St. Louis some fifteen years, in-

formed us t hat he never " bridled his tongue "
on the subject of slavejy and its evils anv
more than when in Ohio, and declared his
readiness to shoulder his musket, if need br,
and march to Nebraska to aid in keeping out
the " peculiar institution." He thinks slave-
ry can never triumph in Kansas or Nebraska,
but on this subject Missouriaus differ. A
very observing, intelligent gentleman, who
spent two years in traversing Kansas and
v,,...,-!..- , rt. a Ren ion candidate
for lh(, Stft(! i,i,iature of Mi,,ouri, spe aii.- -

0j-
-

tho Sf)U um cUma& of i!r rritorv
thrown iqien to slavery as very fine, equal to
any part of the adjoining slave Slates. Some
throe hundred mile square of the territory lie
pronounces, from personal examination, the
most inviting in the Union for agricultural
purposes, and the slaveholders along the bo-

lder know the choice spots and have already
formed combinations to enter upon thtiii
and establish the " Squatter Sovereignty."
They have held public meetings, regularly
organized companies, chosen their register ot
claims, and pledged themselves to stand hy
eacii other at all hazards. No claims are to
le recognized unless far enough apart to make

j the. usual slave plantations; and Abolition-lists- ,

as all settlers are
termed, are to be hunted out and driven

....in : -- . .: t. nr-i- i

meilt tolerate such proceedings ?" the reply
. nm.. . .uaa 11 at uu iaJ couhl Do found--

Ilul
0,1 lecoul Ior WMl) jears 111 which tli.
squatters have been restrained by the
eminent no matter how lawless and defiant
hafl bl.e their proci-oiliiics-

. The history ot
i if I'lattf coiinlrv is in point and may h-th-

'.n jn ,. . r future in Kansas'i vK-as- ki Unlo ;s slavery is ullowed
to ha vp its own w;nv llierr liliuiilf r,irti.f

. i. . i , ..
curiaiu io vah piace, sooner or later.'

adopted bv the nipptiiurj fUl" rlS at HtstptHte and other places
111 AVl'ster11 Missouri, go to confirm the
0ninion5 bv the P.ento.i n-mn-Ss,.l0,J tl f additional inumtiveo to

hthe frmnds ot free territory everywhere to k-- t

a ,1.1 iiartv bygones be bv-on- aill :.,
rallv ns one man lor the reoeal of the Kan

a
, lawi repealing the Missouri

tolCnmi,romisP. This is a living issue-- au:,. i,v siavprv unmi i?,inm
, )n ,

.VXV. .l X" a.t Wll o be a dW- -

law, or lllggieuuo.il UOttU lUfS, WllCtt S1UVI'

ry dares to pollute free soil long consecrated
by sacred compact ?

The " Blue Hen's Chicken," of Wilming-
ton. Delaware, lays the following before its
rilnru

There is living, in Tatnall street, a colored
man need 09. who is the father of
dren. 30 of whom are now livim. lTP'l,,l
tliree wives, the first of whom was the

i er of 15 children, two of whom were twins
The second was the mother of 15 having
twins three times- - the last, who is still
5.li...., W. 91 i,.i ,.,;.....i.iiiuui.11, m iiil, uuti i ii mi, iiit;
limes. We venture that there is scarcely
such another case on record.

Cheap Tkavelimj. The Cincinnati, Ham-
ilton and Dayton railroad has made a great
reduction in fare.' Passengers arc now
keu through to New York for ten dollars'.

'


